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From an early age, I longed to be of service to God. I could see Him developing in me teaching and
leadership gifts, and I sensed a calling to seminary while in high school. During college and
through my first year of seminary, however, I tried to ignore the call to pastoral ministry. I
wanted instead to serve through teaching politics or ethics. God�s will proved stronger than mine,
and He began to develop in me a love and passion for His Church. I have now fully embraced this
calling and, looking back, can see clearly how the Spirit led me step by step to this point. Now I
see daily evidence that God is using me according to His will in service to His church. What a joy
it is to be a part of the greatest cause the world has ever known!
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My parents introduced me to Jesus at an early age, and I accepted Him as my Savior while still in
grade school. As I grew up, I also grew in faith and knowledge of Christ. As my relationship with
Jesus matured, faith flowed from my mind into my heart. Over the years, God has revealed Himself to
me in numerous ways, calling me to live more fully in His Spirit, to dig more deeply in His Word
and to serve His purposes with greater passion. God has blessed me with wisdom that allows me to
see the world increasingly from His perspective, transforming my mind and taking captive my will.
Above all, He has caused my heart to yearn for Christ and has never failed to satisfy my spiritual
hunger with the goodness of His grace and the life-changing truth of His word. I can't wait to see
what He does next!
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Effective leadership is vital to a church's ability to focus on its mission and accomplish its
goals. Without strong and wise leadership, resources can be wasted or misallocated at the cost of
effective ministry. Church leaders must translate biblical values into ministry priorities into
life-changing programs and policies that move people closer to Jesus and the church closer to its
vision. I believe each person in the church is gifted for ministry and useful to God, and that the
church needs leaders who can discern gifts and enable each person to serve effectively. As a
leader, I seek to communicate God's vision for the church and to empower others to be a part His
mission. Effective leadership enables others to grow, succeed and work together.

Michael D Mirakian

No human experience is as inspiring or powerful as entering God's awesome presence in prayer and
worship. While worship in this life is never perfect nor our communion with God complete, our
practice of worship is as vital to our Christian walk as breathing is to our physical bodies.
Worship should connect us with God, it should open our hearts and minds to everything He is, it
should transform us as followers of Jesus Christ. Worship should declare creatively and
passionately who God is and what He has done for us. The style of worship in a given church
reflects the church's personality, mission and target audience. The structure, music and atmosphere
of worship should be personally meaningful to those who attend so they can best connect with God.

(1)Biblical Teaching: God has given me a passion for His Word and a desire to help others
understand and live by the Word. I preach and teach the Bible in order to change lives and
consistently see God's power at work through my service. (2)Leadership & Administration: As a
strategic leader, God enables me to develop priorities and plans to move ministry forward in
accordance with His vision. I am skilled at assessing the health of an organization and
implementing corrective changes. I am also uniquely gifted in efficient administration (finances,
personnel, policy development, etc). (3)Wisdom: God has given me an ability to listen, discern and
offer counsel in line with His will and often far beyond my own knowledge or experience. The Spirit
puts this gift to work primarily in pastoral counseling and church leadership situations.

God gave the church the greatest calling in the world and promised to enable His faithful people to
accomplish our mission to reach the lost (Matt. 28:18-20). 1. It is my experience that God's Word
is our most valuable tool to motivate and guide people in the church. Each of us need the wisdom
God provides as we face the struggles of life and as we put our hearts into accomplishing all God
has called us to do. 2. Jesus said one must be born again in order to enter the Kingdom of God.
The church can never compromise the necessity of personal rebirth for each person in the world nor
its mission to take this message to our local communities and beyond. 3. Jesus called His
followers to continue the ministry He started. That is still the mission of the church, and it
includes every aspect of Jesus' work on earth: teaching God's word; honoring and worshiping God;
serving those in need; sharing the message of salvation; holding those in power to standards of
biblical justice; resisting evil; and loving everyone. The church of Jesus Christ must be committed
to His entire mission. 4. Building and maintaining loving relationships within the church is a
constant challenge that requires intentional and strategic commitment. How we treat one another in
the church is one of the greatest evidences we show the world of God's power to change lives
through Jesus Christ. 5. While the Word is our greatest tool, the Spirit is our greatest resource
and power. God chose to live in our hearts so He could empower us to fulfill His mission. The
church must continually seek the Spirit's direction and willingly submit to His power and leading.
There is no power in the church aside from God's Spirit. 6. As we come together for a common
mission, seeking and serving God in community, we also each retain our own relationships with
Christ and the freedom to be guided personally by God's Word and Spirit.
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Every sermon I preach arises directly from Scripture (therefore exegetical in style), though
I often choose passages to fit a given theme or topic.

I have experienced a wide variety of church cultures and am amazed by the power of Jesus Christ in
each culture and style of church. Currently, I serve a small, traditional church in the process of
renewal and growth. Previously, I have been involved with larger Covenant churches in Chicago and
Kansas City. I grew up in a large, suburban Presbyterian congregation and attended a contemporary
non-denominational church during college. My time at Gordon-Conwell, a multi-denominational
seminary, gave me wide exposure to the diversity of evangelical churches, from charismatic to
orthodox. Churches come in many forms, and I feel at home in any evanglical body where people are
highly motivated by the things of Christ and authentic in their relationships with one another.

X

Michael D Mirakian

X

There are no significant life issues that would affect my ability to respond to a call, so long as
Laura and I felt God's hand leading us. Let me also mention that Laura is gifted and trained for
ministry. She earned a masters degree in theology from Gordon-Conwell and has served our church in
adult and children's education programs. She also served two terms on the Great Lakes Conference
Christian Formation board. She is not currently employeed, but as our children grow older, she
hopes to expand her service to the church, particularly in the area of children's ministry.

I prefer to follow God's leading as I plan sermon series and choose passages for teaching.
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Effective evangelism is planned and yet dependent upon our use of spiritual gifts.

Every believer and every church should be open and submissive to the Spirit's work, but we
should not seek particular gifts as evidence of faith or blessing.
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Worship style needs to fit the culture and "language" of the worshippers so they can fully
engage with God.
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Outreach and evangelism must be at the center of the church's ministry. As a pastor,
however, my calling is to encourage and equip those in the church to carry out these
ministries.
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See note on "Theology of Baptism"

1

I believe Scripture most clearly supports believer baptism, but I am happy to baptize
infants of believing parents if they so desire.

While we need to be cautious about political agendas, every church must be invovled
compassionately in its community.
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